Migration of a K-wire from the distal radius to the heart.
K-wires and Steinmann pins are used to provide internal fixation for fractures or osteotomies. In some instances, removal of the implant is planned and the implant is left long to facilitate its removal. In other instances, implant removal is not planned and the implant is cut off at the level of the bone. Migration of these implants to solid organs or body cavities has been reported. Extravascular migration may occur along tissue planes assisted by muscle motion. Large vessel penetration can occur and has been reported with subsequent migration of the implant to the heart. This case report documents the loosening of a K-wire used in the distal radius to supplement the fixation of a complex intra-articular fracture, migration of the implant along tissue planes, penetration into a peripheral vein, and continued migration of the implant to the heart. There are multiple reports documenting wandering bullets, venous catheter tips, and invasive monitoring devices in the extremities. This is only the second case report that the authors are aware of that confirms migration of an implant from the distal extremity to the heart.